service at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, and later at Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, provided the massive material on which this book is based.
It is a refreshingly practical book. Mr Lewin wastes little time on theories of concussion and elaborate pathological descriptions, and by page 9 he is dealing with first aid and transport problems. The next fifty pages are concerned with the initial examination and the basic problems of management. Thereafter, all the complications are described, together with the appropriate treatments; there is a particularly lucid section on the removal of extradural hxematomas which any competent surgeon should be able to follow. Similarly, the chapter on scalp wounds should be of value to general surgeons of all ages who have to deal with accidents. Indeed, the whole book could be read with profit by every young doctor embarking on hospital practice, and it should certainly be available for reference in every hospital library. There are no significant omissions, and it is likely to remain the standard work on the practical aspects of head injuries for many years to come.
JOE PENNYBACKER
Psychological Principles Appropriate to Social and Clinical Problems by J C Raven ppxx+187 £15s London: HKLewis 1966 This is a very individual production outlining various problems and achievements in methodology and theory relevant to clinical and social psychology. It is the outcome of Mr Raven's own thinking and his contacts with staff, students and patients during his twenty years as Director of the Department of Psychological Research at the Crichton Royal Hospital, Dumfries.
The book is in two parts. The first deals with practical issues arising in interviewing, in assessing and comparing what different people say and in the use or interpretation of questionnaire and mental test results. The second part reveals the theoretical co-ordinates which the author considers important for the adequate description of human behaviour and experience, and which guide his use of the practical methods discussed earlier. lie suggests a dimensional system highlighting, in successive chapters, the range, location and concentration of a person's attention, the intentional rather than simply the reactive aspects of his behaviour, his appreciation of value in thought and action, and the orderliness which characterizes his thinking and conduct. In the last chapters these concepts are related to the problems of individuality and personality.
The style of the book has a curiously 'oldfashioned' flavour, enhanced by many references to writers like William James, McDougall, Stout and Jung but its emphasis on the importance of conceptualizing interpersonal perceptions and behaviours as a basis for psychological classification accords with a flourishing 'new-fashioned' concern. Sometimes the author's interests seem narrower than chapter or section headings imply but the overall themes of the book are broad and usefully imaginative correctives to some of the limitations imposed by more strictly behaviouristic approaches.
J M M MAIR Essentials of Neurology by John N Walton TD MD FRCP 2nd ed pp xix + 435 illustrated 35s London: Pitman Medical 1966 The first edition of this excellent book appeared five years ago and has b_en deservedly popular amongst both medical students and postgraduates preparing for exams. The second edition has been well revised and brought up to date and some photographs showing methods of testing the action of individual muscles and of contrast radiology of the brain have been added. In spite of these changes the length of the book has increased by only twelve pages and it will certainly be an achievement if the author can keep its length down in subsequent editions by pruning. The second edition is even b3tter than the first and should be equally popular. Written by the consultant in charge of casualty at Leeds Royal Infirmary, this book is full of practical advice for the casualty officer. It cannot but disturb one, however, to read in the preface that those for whom it was writtenthe newly appointed casualty officer and his colleaguesare often left alone with no experienced senior available for advice. This book is no substitute for proper supervision, and I hope will never be regarded as such. It is, though, an invaluable source of commonsense advice to the casualty surgical officer, who should find it interesting spare-time reading. One of the best sections is on the management of the severely injured patient, but all facets of work in the casualty department are discussed, and there is even an interesting little chapter on the casualty officer in the witness box. Guidance on the preparation of medical reports might also have been useful here.
This second edition is an improvement upon the first. The section on multiple injuries has been
